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LATEST NEWS
DURHAM, N.H. – NH Listens, a civic engagement initiative of the
Carsey School of Public Policy at the University of New
Hampshire, is launching “NH Blue and You: Strengthening
Community Through Connection” in partnership with the Seacoast
and Manchester NAACP and the NH Association of Chiefs of
Police in cities and towns across the state starting in November.
The first event will take place in Dover on Nov. 15, 2016, from 6-8
p.m. at Flight Coffee Company, with others following in
Manchester and across the state.
“Communities that establish and maintain good community and
law enforcement relationships experience ideal living
environments,” said Purnell "Fred" Ross Jr., president of the
Seacoast NAACP.
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“It’s clear that more must be done to improve the relationship
between police departments and their communities. While the
reasons may be varied, there is an opportunity we think many
Granite State residents are looking for—to connect with their
neighbors and the police departments to take a proactive look at
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how to move forward together,” said Michele Holt-Shannon, codirector of NH Listens.
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The series includes a variety of toolkits to host local conversations
with professional facilitation support from NH Listens, from 90minute meet-and-greets, small group living room conversations, to
three-hour community dialogues and four-part study circles for
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stakeholders who want to dive deeper into creating strategies that
will strengthen their communities. A key aspect of these events
will be fostering working relationships between local community
partners and police departments.
“As the nation has seen a dramatic increase in confrontations and
violence between police officers and the communities they
protect, it is important that spaces are created for residents and
police departments to come together and work towards common
goals,” said Manchester NAACP Legal Redress Committee Chair
Rev. Eric Jackson.
“We look forward to building on our longstanding partnerships with
the Seacoast and Manchester NAACPs as well as the on-theground support NH Listens brings,” said President of the NH
Association of Chiefs of Police Glen Drolet. “It is crucial to
continue to develop our focus on community involvement.”
“The Dover Police Department is excited to be the first to
participate in this important initiative,” said Dover Police Chief
Anthony Colarusso. “Building trust through communication is
extremely critical and it is my hope that many citizens from all
walks of life come to attend NH Blue and You.”
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To learn more or to register for a local conversation, visit:
https://carsey.unh.edu/nhlistens/projects/blue-and-you
Since 2011, N.H. Listens has worked at the local and state level to
support civil, public deliberation of complex issues affecting New
Hampshire residents’ everyday lives. We work with local and state
leaders to share resources on dialogue design, train facilitators,
and help towns create their own Listens communities. We are
committed to neutrality in all the work we carry out to meet our
mission of creating and sustaining a fair process for public
engagement and action. For more information, visit
http://nhlistens.org/.

The University of New Hampshire is a flagship research university
that inspires innovation and transforms lives in our state, nation
and world. More than 16,000 students from all 50 states and 71
countries engage with an award-winning faculty in top ranked
programs in business, engineering, law, health and human
services, liberal arts and the sciences across more than 200
programs of study. UNH’s research portfolio includes partnerships
with NASA, NOAA, NSF and NIH, receiving more than $100
million in competitive external funding every year to further
explore and define the frontiers of land, sea and space.
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and for friends of UNH.
The stories are written by the staff of UNH
Communications and Public Affairs.
Email us: unhtoday.editor@unh.edu.
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